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or one Sermon for every Sunday in the year. 


A W to encourage = 2 Wu | cake 


practice of reading Sermongwithe-uginstructed _ 


poor in country villages; gave oN 5 5 thlication 


mr the: first pit ab of these plain ssd 
favourable manner in which. thay 9 5 


_ public, induced the authör to N 4 SE d, an 3 


— a third volume, of a similar End- These algo - 

dae b acceptable, he was desirons of perfecting. the. 

5 „ "hs: addition of sixteen sermons more, that 

N those e er persons · who are in the habit of reading 
_ them in the villages, or the heads of families who 1 rea 


tbem at home, might be furnished with a complete cel 


* 
8 + - 


-'Throvgh the 2255 hand of my God upon me, I . 
be mm to 


cility and pleasure with which he has enabled me to. 


form it; for the kind encouragement. have regel ed 


from many e ministers and friends to 85 roceed my 
it; for the satisfaction 1 feel in reflectin ing, at, even 


these degenerate days, there are thousands among us 2 
respegt the doctrines of the gore, though presented to 
them in the simplest garb; for the jatimation of some 


good already x 12 by these sermons; and for the hum- 


= : 


ble hope, that when the author can. no longer employ 5 
tongue or his pen for Christ they AT: 7 io * 5 


useful to the next generation. „„ 
To render this volume more | 

| have added” some discourses on 

on his Death and Resurrection—aud on the Descent of 


the Holy Spirit. In these I had a view to the edifica- 
tion of tl Christians who think proper to notice such We 


_  bubjects at the seasons a riated to them; for, in this 


matter I would be 


deavoured to ene 0 hints as may tend to prerent 
r e eee W 


4 


nish this work. I desire to close it 
with 2 grateful acknowledg ments to Him, for the fa - 


Uerddes y derviceable, 4 i, ; 
Nativity of Christ | 


ated by the adviee of St. Faul 
| —*& He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unte the + 

Lords and he that re arCeth not- the day, to the Lord 
| he doth not regard it. In these sermons, I have en- 
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I. thought it neceavary also to add dome $ermons urely 
of @ practical nature, (though I. trust I have uni 4 
- endeavoured to treat all the doctrines of grace — 8 
_ cally). But I bare given some discourses icularly 
don the Christian Temper and the Christian Walk; DE 
book upon holiness as an essential part of Christ's "ralve- 
_ Hon, and apprehent that the dispositions and duties of 
hevers deserve a place iu our ministry, as well as the 
uliar doetrines and privileges of the gospel. And I 
sorry there should de any advocates for the truth 
þ-- are 80 ill informed, or 80 Ml-dispoced; as to wish to 
. What God has Joined, or to treat the faithful” 
hin of ractical religion as the: = low, or Armi-- 
jan uff Tod ie dba * o complained of by 
the great and good Dr. Owen. *'T us objection,” saith 
be: e we must expect to meet at very turn. Men will: 
"Hot believe there is a consigteticy between God's effectual 
and our diligent obedience.” . A command, they 
zappose, bears no rwom for à promise; and a promise, 
= think, takes off th the influencing authority of a com- 
© mand, Tf1 holiness be our duty, there is no room for 
= and if it be an effect of grace, there in no place 
ty. But all these arguings are a fruit of the wis- 
dom of the flesh; the wisdom en an is from above teach-- 
Ech us other things. It is true, that works and grace are 
2 in the matter of Justification ; but our duty and 
are no where opposed in the matter of 
_  ganctifieation; for the one s 5 the other. Neither 
_ Gin We perform our duty herein without the grace of God; 
mor does God give us his grace yo any other end than 
at we may 5 55 perform our: duty. He who denies 
ELSE commands us to be holy in a way of 
Auty, or promises to work holiness in us in a way of 
may with 26 much K ee the Whole 


e the condexcending exing of the great Head WY 
* Church, * the author and figisher of faith, these- 
8 germons are now committed. To Him, to the 

ather, md to the Holy Ghog, be glor in al the 

; without Fs? Amen. 
* — 


— 


Fefus [aid unto him, | > 
alt. thou be with a 


ö Rn 3 
3 conſider ; 5 | 
> a of the dying thief, - 2 
> words of St. Paul. 3 
„ fff inſtagce of divine, | 
„ ' an it grace, abounding towards. the 
= Chief of nners: It is recorded for the n ; 
| ou 'of. great finners in every age $. that they . 2 5 
1 3956 refuge in Chriſt ho are ready to Peri ow, 
. and it e pleaſing| p proof that « he is able to 
8 1 „ Al who come to God by him.” 1 
Was crueifie- Win, two thieves, _ 3 
Wo woe ecken e that ie might be thought. 
- "the Lars of the three. But thus the Scripture was 
5 fulſſied, He was numbered with the tranſgrefſors,” - 
Or * criminals,” The chief prieſts, the ſcribes, the '- 
_ des and the mob, all joined in mocking and de +2 2Y 
__  niding Kim; not content: with beholding his extreme 
1 - ſufferings, they had the cruelty to add inſult to his 
5 pPains. Come down from. the croſs, ſaid they, 
TE and. then we will believe. Thou that didſt fave > 
' others, ſave thy elf: and © Save us 0 aid. the . RET 
thieves; not ferioull „but by way of taunt ; for, it is. 
5 "written, © « the thieves alſo which were Eed: With 3 


.caſt the. lame i in his teeth.” 2 


One An in- 
huma 


we : 
C Pa 
-* * 8 


wer rener THI! rr. 85 


1 * 2 


. x ug ſhould ſtrive 10 es Note 6 own. dong = 
_ that the) might 5 Join in *abuling and inſulting the 
* Yon of A tate of mare deſpexate and con- 5 


 Girmed wickddnefs can hardly be conceived. - - 


' But behold the grace e of God! ! Oneof theſe men ev - 


Feen, 5 ebe en n is produ "ay 2 
or METCY, - nd h 8. obtains. it, re looks 5 
ws 40 gels, and is ſaved, From being a hardened fin- 


5 ne, he becomes at once an eminent Hint; obiains 


3 = 8 -. Aﬀſutance of immediate bliſs ; and. pac: from. 4 4 


SPY 


1 3 


i 3 


2 : our text, into- which i it "naturally 1 I) 7 2 


5 7 >. charaQe! 


lows fo glory... nw — 
Let us now carefully cont r't the #{ 'o parts. 1 : 


1. The prayer of the dying malefa for... . 


5 LI Frey "The x gracl jous anfwer of the Saviour, my 4 Gi m 6's 


+2 


In attending to the firſt, .conliger, for a moment, | 


the criminal, for a criminal he was; 

.-& "malefator ; a hi hwayman ; zone who belonged to 
2 bes * of robbers. who infeſted that coun- 
ry, a ſet o itious banditti, WhO Were for ſhak- | 
3 off the Roman joke, and who lived by rapine 


and plunder. It is not improba able that he was a 
* alſo ; 3. fot ſuch men ſcruple not to kill as 
Well as ſteal. This is ihe man who. becomes the 
trophy of ſovęreign grace. For ſurely it will be 
admitted that here Was no previous goognel's « or wor- | 
"e's recommend him to the divine favour. 
Is it not aſtoniſhing to bear ſuch 2 man as is 
"ſuing for mercy ? But what cannot grace effect, 
* that in a moment! He Who in the firſt creation 
(aid, Let there bẽ light, and light there Was, can, 
in Sb inſtant, dart A_ray.c of. ſpicitual, light into the 


5 x  Aarkelt mind. "Whether any means Were employed 


85 5 5 3 tor the communication of this light or 1 


wt, We can- 
mes rp Some imagine he was firſt affe ed by the - 
al J un e . then 


75 "ol 
7 7 


9 ” 5 A 


_feddenlyo 05 prend the . 0 ct ins. 
9 doakneſs whieh ſoon involved the ſacred: ſoub _ 


- dtcadfol ignorance and darkneſs; which ſhould co- Dh 54 
8 ver the Jews; and Mhich has covered them ever 
ſince. Poſſibly, the pathetic: prayer of our Lord for 
bis murderers. firſt. touched his heart. Father,.. 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 
Dhbere was ſo much dignity, ſo much py (0047 oi Yr 
and merey, in this, that perhaps it was the means in 
me hands of the Spirit for melting: the rock of ice in 
his doſom. Or, who can fay whether, before this- - 
unhappy, or ſhall I ſay, now happy man, joined him 
ſelf to the gang of thieves, whether he had not; now” - } 
and then, mingled. with the 'multitude who- heard: _ 
our Saviour's ſermons, and ſaw his amazing mira- 
__ cles; and though de had long ſuppreſſed every 
good motion in his heart, yet now, in the time df 
. bis Ons ihe calls to er. what he had. before” 
1 % For a gtain of the divine word fre: 
= n falls on an uncultivated foil ; ſo that it pro- ; 
duees no fruit till many years after; when ſüffering . 
1 andiaffliiftions cauſe it to ſpring up.” And: . 
5 afod 2 ray of comfort to ee ood parents, 
deneeuragin theim to hupe, that though their prayerz 
F ions ſeem for the preſent to be loſt, yet 
that, nei, their labour Wal non be in ain in 
5 ee eee, 80 ir was: obſerved of Saul," a 
a pfoof of his converſion: So we ſay, with Wender 
Wo and ſurpria i of Then chick Abel, he n 
Perhaps he neyer prayed before, or he had long for- 
got to pray. Had he prayed, he had not come to 
the croſs; he had not beet a ihief; for, nde 
to the Dutch proverb, Pray ing will make a man. 
leave inning: or ſinning will make a man leave 
praying. -.Now:he prays; and, moſt wonderful! 


* 


| prays de him . vho hung upon 2 eroſs. He becomes 
- Fan. at . for. a Dun zan is. one 1 


of our dear Redeemer; and a diſmal preſage of tio 5 | 5 2 


aa 


. 8 r 8 
ox th * heart believerh- um righteouſneſs, ad. - 
- with ihe mouth maketh confeſſion (of that _) = 
dun (alvation,” Ron o 3 
| . He calls [Jeſus Load, which no man enn 00 = 
Þ t but by the Holy Ghoſt.” He gives him WW 2 
- wk title of dignity and authority, though degraded MM Þ 
ue ehe Jewith nation, and branded whh the A "IN 

I 

A 

| 


* 


. name of a rebel, a Samaritan, an impoſtor. 1 
3 ere him alſo a8 a King, for he begs to de „% 
membered by Jeſus, 9 he Mall come into his 
be of 9 Von knows the title that Pilate put over [| 
dis head of the croſs was, Jeſur of Nazantth, King = 
9 the Jews ; : and it was put there to intimate bis 
crime, in aſſuming the character of Ning, in oppo- © 
- fition io Cæſar: but he was really a king; he came 
into the-world to be a king; to ſet up a new and . == 
- ritual” in oppoſition, not to: Czar, bat to 
Fe this charaQer: be beldly avowed before - 4 
-» Bilare. The nt thief allows bis claim, and ES 
22 admitted his ſubjects. He unde. 
. Rands-alfo' that Chriſt's kin is not i bs 
World,“ 25 the Jews fooliſhly thought the kingdom 
of Meſfial was to be; and this was heit "fatal 1 
k 35 fory: on: 4his: account; they rejected be 
| They delpifed bis mean ap- 
Ppearance > i they: faw 4 no form, nor any beauty, , 
_ chat they ceded him: deſpifed, -noraccount- . 

_ ed in the number of men. He was def] iſed, and 
we eſteemed him not. Ha. liii: 2 et . 
faith of the thief broke through the c ir When 
ebſcured his real-dignity ; and de beheld the glory as NY 
of the/only-begotter ok the Bae bull: of: —_ WM: 
and truth.“ E 4 | FS „„ 72 >. $22 3 $5 | 

He pays him be zul 8 of ning: e t 
=o diſpoſal, accarding to what our Lord afterwards 
declared, I am be that liveth and was dead; 

: and, behold, I am alive for evermore, and have the 
Ter of hell,“ or, rather, the unſeen world, includ- . 
7 _ 1 heaven a . 1 mu dh 125 The 


3 4 
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mhlef -believed-this, Jabs his 1 N la nage 
ol faith, à confidential addreſs to the Saviour... 
Obſervr alſo the modeſty of his application. PIE 
e ee notprefer me to honourin thy „ 
as the twoambitious diſciples had formerly requeſted; 
but imply; remember ing; he does hot dictate how, 
ot in What manner, he leaves it all to the Lord; 


du lie commits his cauſe, his ſoul; to Chriſt; and, 0 


nd doubt, with ſome degree olf that ſatisfactibn, 
which St. Paul exp refled in the view of death, - 
know whom I date believed, and am bes eee, 
__ is able to keep that WIG I have commit- 
ted untd him againſt that day.” 2 Tim. i. 12. It 
was la requeſt like that A epd. made to the 
> Why (Gen. xl. 14. hint on me, when it ſhall 
be well with thee ; yet did notithe chief butler re- 
* member Joſeph, but forgot him. The poor thief - 
+ ſacceedet better; he was remonidered; and faved ; I 


- " fb Jeſus! never ſaid to aby- ſoul, Seek me in 
Vain „ Whoſoever en th 
8 Lord ſhall be ſaved.”- 

. #As the caſe of this. man was Guguldr: Os FER Ry 
dees his ſincerity. | The profeſſions of repent- re 


; ſo he gave . 


ane and faith, ri made in the hour of diſtreſs and 
in the proſp ec of death, are often uncertain, and 
may juſtly be ſolpested. Too many» Who, in the 


8 8 ox pectation of death, have ſeemed to be much in 
earneſt, and gave great hopp to Ohriſtian friends of 
_- arent change 
\ theyirgeovered, that they were not ſincere for the 


have proved; by their conduct when 


vileſt of men generally reſpect religion in their dy- 
ing hours. But the penitent thief was enabled to 


5 £ z give The moſt fatisfaQtory'evidence' of ſincerity; nad. 
ms anſwer of Chriſt to him, puts it vayouss a doubs. 
| : Obſerve now the marks of his lincerity. * 


4 1.) He reproves fin in his comrade, ef eie his 


5 85 ; * $0 reviling Chriit.- e Doſt thou not fear God, ſee- 


e in dhe ſame condemnation? Perſe- 
1 Oo 19 8 e eee 


* 


n. al hy, 2 


5 ; 5 "of 


15 


— 


+ 28 


I, * 


* > 23 a 
A 8 
3 ON 2 2 
* N 
* * LE = ; 


te = Sth yy. prrTRnD HIEF. 
chtors of Clit, in hĩs pe eee em | 
4 prove their want 12 the fear of God . =... 
. n [is greatly aggravated: by that hardneſs of f this 
x5 1 75 - | heart which wy rs in it, even in the time of fore: WM -tof 
"oe repentance Will always _ 1 wh 
| « fincere heed to ſin. Prus grace will ever make. 1 
a mans feel for others. - The love of: God: and the. WW ant 
8 man ate ways united. — onitent: 5 
Wall ſay with penitent ity" «> Then will Iteach: NF 
Ix 1 eee ee 
0 unto hee. Pf. N J ie 
(2. He tee hl nd.adn . 
of God, and of the ma x agg fa.-brioging him 10 
- the e uftly; for tue neceius the due 
_ reward oF: our deeds---ſhameful. and; 


ſenſe jr Ga wake eee, | 
4 58 ei againſt thee, thee only have Pr 88 75 . | 5 
: this evil in thy- -fight : that thou mighveſt be _— | 


MY 8 
- 
K 


* 
e 
— 


— 


* 


22 owns 


3 . 
1＋ * Sd 
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"the. whole muſtirude- had e eried, 7 him 
1 him; but the thief, more honeſt and b tter 
2 than they, juſtifies his whole character; and. 
truly ſays, © he hath done. nothing amiſs.” — 
| in che Ker of all his infamous and powerful flander- 
ers, he declares the innocence of Jeſus, whowass. 
_ 2 3 harinlels,. undefiled, and ſepa ate. 


#* 


* 


* 


"Thus: was clearly, aide the, ality. of a5 ; 


3 and gratious change which had taken place in 
his heart; He was evidently enlightened: in the 4 - 
© Knowledg e of Chriſt; hewas convinced Gf his inan, * 
miſery ; 2 was-humbled for it ; he reproved in in his J : 
5 3 he hongured: the charatter of. Chrilks. ö 


25 be owned him ws 1 vor 


a 


i 


— 
n 


\ 


q * . 2 x * 7 
” 
& 
5 
* 
8. He IP I 


its his depa ng PIR into 11. wet 
at wonders race were crowded into 
0 a fall place, enabling clay in al few minutes, 
. to ee glory to Chriſt Os. many” do in Mm 
whole courſe of theit lives! „ 
II. Let us now proceed 40 conſider: . 
. of our Saviour to his dying e N 2 


Jus ſaid unte him, Verihy I. ſay 


r FFF x 


, my EE rag 3 Led, 
Sen he made this anſwer. Call to mind his per-. 
ſonal ſufferings at the moment. Behold him naked 


upon the crofs. He that cloathed the. heavens witKk 15 5 


lars, the earth with flowers, and man with raiment, 
is deſpoiled of all his garments, ar hangs expoſed 
to the ſcorn oß the rude mob. Great was the tor= 
ment of cruciſixion: "Firſt fbretched and _— 
on the croſs, white-it lay on the ground ; then nail, 
od to Its. Rp ey oh ths: enero of his: 1 5 _ _ 


| Aps, Bn his ſufferings. A ra of Kis Father's. 
_ wrath, and the burden of the ſins of the world, now 
lay beavy upon his ſoul. Darkneſs, that might de 
fly filled his holy. mind, and in the agony of his. 


irit, he cries. aloud, 2 God, my. Gods. why * 


1 ou forſaken me 
Remember, it was aundeg this inexpreſible Sie, 
that the Bord of Eife- vouchſafes this gracious: an- 


_ ſwer. Exceſſive pain or grief, uſually prevent ous. 


care for others; but the agonies of our. Saviour lef- . 
ſened not his compaſſion for the fouls-of men. From © 


the: moment of his laſt viſit to Jeruſalem, when 55 | 
© he wept-over it,” until he gave up.the ghoſt, Ws 
der pity: to finfol.men vented itſelf in the moſt afs_ 


fea e , 2 his W 
HE 3 71 3 25 f and 
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5 Hon readily: dues God 
* Wu ſpeed 


«an e Ire paſſaver "Wits eſs his © 
Find apology. tor his fleeping diſciples: Witneſs his 
"tow ion to the ſympathiſling females, („ weep: not 
for me, but weep for your ſelves, and for your chil- 
den.“ | Witneſs his interceffion/ for his murderers, 
Father, forgive them, for thay know not what 
ey dal! Kad now, upon the Hrſt application of 
*. nor 1doned inner, he inſtantly: complies _ | 
with: his requeſt, and grants him a abun- 
+-above all he cbuld aſk Or think. . - . 
regard the ſi nn} cr | 
Uke that which winged the feet of the 
Prodigal aged father, who, -no:fooner beheld at a 

- diftanoe his feng loſt, hut now returning 1 but 
Ya = hits he was yet a great way off, hal compatiion, 
nnch ratr, avid ell upon his neck ant kiſſed him.“ 
- God is flow'ite r, but quick to mercy; Feady to 
forgive. Der finſt motion of ihe ſoul 

beaven- ward, und while the ſinner 1s: yet _ 
" in prayer, the-prayer is heard and anſwered. Te 
Nt rep of the .anſwer----a place in 1 


ee ſay unto ther, it hall be fo... . 
e e in 8 etemiled 1 /place.in hell 0 


X IT 0 e whit half aur dofore.. 


* 5 Heaven is hert called % Paradife; in altuſion to 
Tz N te garden of Eden, Which the L ordiG3od:! himſelf 
- Planted, and in which he at the alan he had form- 
ed. By ſin, Adam: ſoon joſt his garden, aud bis God. 
He drove out the man. By the firſt Adam Para- 


diſe is loſt; - by the ee eo the Lord from 
3 Paradife is regaiged; a far better Patadiſe; 
x garden, from hence che bſeſſed inhabitant ſhall. 
never be driven out. Here grows the Roſe of 
Sharon, and the Eil y:of dhe valley. Here flourithes 
the Plant of reno wn; here, the un forbidden tree of 


eee . 8 ä life Ne 
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— Chrift's:company there immediately, - 
Ab. day; arti ſolemn aſſurance ee, 1 


ede 20% 1 . 
-fubtle | 8 annoys this hap 1 e tiny: 
ſeduce ; nor cee vi 


WI fof ape en e 
rose gain TIN e i 5 N . 


Jeſus promiſes: toi'the | ) PIERO * W . 
. own Lömpuny theres. e this day, thou ſhalt be 
with me, in Parzdiſe. Chtiſt, tenz Was going, not 


0 hell, t redeem the dammed, as ſome have 1 dope 4 


one but to heaven; where he aſſures the thief he 
mall alſo be. It is the preſence of Chriſt that makes 


beaven ſo glorious and happy. With this he con- 


ſoled his mourning friends, John xiv, "4T am ge. 
ing to prepare a- place for you; and I will come 
155 again, and receive you to myſelf, that where I am, 


- there ye may be alſo.” Amazing favour, to be 


with Chriſt !”? this is enough. He aſked 2 a bare re-- 
ee e as if diſtant p A oy I | 
ns 8 Font dirt) 1s 


e ee. into hy jk = Lon, 
when that might be "5 oh he thought of foms -. 
0 72 day. He 
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dinance ſhews us that Chriſt is the food of our ſouls, - 
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intended to ftir up and ſtrengthen, believers, te e-. 
VE. and eee j en by. Faith 1 
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5 Ohriſt, aid St. Paul. His was what he 3 
* BY as better” than all his ſpiritual enj oyments and 
ZJ . Vera, Obriſt himſelf 
3 5 | | his.moſt afeQionate deſires for the bappi- 
* = e bis his people, by ſaying, -*5: ee _ that 
3 2 thou haſt given me, be wih 
5 WO that they may behold my glory.” It | 
5 | finite mercy. to de in Crit, ius is our — 5 ; K 
>. . _ Is anfunſpeakable favohr to have Chrift with us, this 
7 is gur chief bappineſs on earth»: but the bleſſing that 
XZ IE ompletes and crowns! the hole ts, to be with Chrift 
2 "tor ever and- -ever There all the millions -of the 
: redeemed ſhall be of one hear! and of one mi 
- and with e to king that Je us Chriſt 
is all in e 8 3 8 C ͤ 
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755 neus, unſeriptural, defeAive nd — every 
* ſyſtem of religion muſt be, wherein Chriſt is not 
All. Look around you: ef Hen will. oor 
5 de found, in which Chriſt is 3-M-Wazct: 
1s litile or nothing. The mere moral ſcheme,” or 
- > __ thenotion.of mens being ſaved: 


dy their good works, 
Sel deprives him of all his glory, and renders the ex- 
1 -—_ of his precious blood a needleſs waſte ; 6s for 
5 5 if righteouſneſs come by the law, Chriſt is dea 
1 8 Gal. il, 21. Beware of every dogtrine 
; mat would leſſen the honour of Jeſus, and your re- 
_ gard to him. Lon cannbt raife him 1 
* exalt him too much, for he is all in alli. 
= SE ht” every one of us then examine his own re- 
2b WE. by. this rule What is Chriſt tome? Do 
Die and eſteem him above all, as ( the chief of j 
den thouſands and altogether” lovely?” In the all- 

7 | . concern of approaching to God, and ſeek- 
ing ME n wins 1 * 050 — 3 
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belpleſ nder e bo. ya N 6 as i 5 
lone Is he my all in coming io God? In the grand 
_ affair of ſunct cation - the love of God and the lowẽꝭ,? : 15 1 2 
ol man; do I conhderithisas 4 part of the falvatiangn 
that is in Chriſt, as prepared for me, and laid up in | 
| Jeſus te to be received daily out of his fulnefs by faith? it 2 Ag 
And as to my bappine/ ins this world of miſery, do! 
dra it out of {the broken ciſterns of periſhing crea= 5 4 
tures, or from the unfailing and boundleſs ocean f 
divine; love? Dol daily endeavour to walk wim 
God as my God; \teconciled to nb, in Jeſus; ttuſt- 5 8 
ing in bim for all needful bleſſings, to keep me ſa fe; 
| and tender me happy: ſeeing alf my affairs in his 
*I ante rc h e For my gvod; and leading 
me forward, ſtepiby;; ſtep, to his ' bleſſed „ 
where there is e ot joy and pleaſures for c ver- 
more? Happy, thrice happy is the man that ds in Mets 
fucha caſe; yea, happy is that man whoſe God 1 is 17 
the rf. extiviieyo 1475 6. 1 1 12 
' How 5 is the believer! Bo As has- Ghrift, a WER. 
| has wh Tor Chriſt i alt:7 +: All: ure yok 7 „ ſays' . 
whether - Paul, or Apollos, or C den „„ 
e life; or death, or things: preſent, or "things W308 
come; all ure your. 1 Cor. iii. 22 Phe various 
br of Chtiſtian miniſters are yours; the govern- 
ment of the cord is upon the ſhoulders of Chriſt, 
who is Head vver all things to the ehurch: your 
BM  #ver are given you for a bleſſing, whether they be 
dboog or ſhort, proſperous or aduerſe: death üſelf, 5 
we kingotiterrors, is diſarmed of its ſtingg 5 
whatever form it comes, it comes to be your eternal 1 
gain: All preſent things, ſpiritual ot temporal, enn 
fortable or afffictive, Work m_ her for your god 
_ every occurrence yet before us in this world, is wiſely * 1 IS 
adjuſted by infinite love: and, to e<rown all in the 1 
halts! world, there is „ an inheritance” incorrup- 5 1 bY 
_ tible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 21 reſerved fo 
for vou, and ready to be revealed.” 5 1 
5 . biber Us how,” oor,” he 2 7 riſen Res 
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man ho lives « he eee S hott i in ga world?” | 8 
He has nothing, let him poſſeſs what he may. Could | th 
de call both the Indies his own, he is poor, and 
' wretched, 8 and blind, and naked: even | ES 
ede, feels an void, and death will ſoon WI |. 
- Eonvince him that all is vanity and -vexation of 3g 
hat you may be wiſe in time. Behold MW © 
Saviour ſtands. at the- door of your ö oy 
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eſo it ha tas late... Have Ion ſins, on 1 
fone? If you have, Wwhitber ſhould yu WM : 

$2 | but. fo the 1 Lamb-of God, which taketh away 5 mM 
"Lak of the world ? Have you fouls, or have you . 
none? If vou have; whither ſhould von go but to Þ 

2 - the Saviour of ſouls ? ls there a life to come, or is 
Ss mere not? If there is, whither ſhould you go but _ 
180 him, Who only hath the words of eternal life? W - * 
Is there a wrath to come, or- is there not? If 1 
there is, Whither ſhould: you go, but to him, who il « 
only can deliver from the Wrath to come? And Ml - 


will he not receive you? If he yielded. himſelf 
ſought his life, will 
dba hide himſelf from the hearts of them that ſecxk 
_ his mercy 9 it he was. willing to be taken by the 
of violence, is he not much reren Willing 
t be taken 'by the hand of faith? O come, come, 

you come. 1--beſeech you cbme, 

Come, and: he will give you life Come, and he 

- will-give-you reſt. Come, and he will receive you. 
Come as thou art, come poor, come needy, come 
empty, Chriſt is all, and has all, and will give 9 
hes all, tõ 2 ene ber ever. . 4 5 


1 


* Fs aa * 


* 75 ” * 
8 WEI 3 
* we” $ j = 


$ — 
r ; ö . Lad” 
% . N fs "th ” . 9 1 * a 
Y - * 898 bn SE £ F * 1 855 * - - 5 
e $ mT 3 % . Ade It , 8 * * 
7 as. a | f > g * F 1 * $ ar Ky ” s. 
N 5 * s 3 Pe : ah; : , 4 2 . 
. = 7 7 bo * . . 1 : ; 
= be: Ws " * 5 : * 1 , x F< 5 ? 1 : 4 
* 9 8 s ” ; a I : 
1 ''% 4 1 . NE. * 2 5 {3 » » , 8 4 
£ ; "4 4 : ** £ 4 4 . 
6 > « E . I * 
4 4 1 
5 


| 2 from Thrift ho. be dreaded, 


Jou, vi, , 69. 6 5 
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1 Sim an e Peter an wered him, Lord, to whom n fl 
words 2 eternal mW £ "IV ERS 
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4 | AHESE \ ED 1 1 were N by a beagle 1 
falling off among the followers of our Lord. 


A numbers of people attended his miniſtry, and no 
wonder. 


-he ſanctity of his character, the benevolenes 
of his heart, the amazing miracles that he bar, 
and eſpecially his ſweet, Heavenly; powerful manner 
of preaching, could not but excite great multitudes to 
follow him. Thouſands and thouſands: liſtened to 5 3 
_ Wir; with: pleaſure; and yet, he number: of” 12 * "i 
nuine diſciples was very ſmall: . | 
\ Having performed an amazing, a. in PT PR 
ſe e br people with five loaves, tlie peaplo wore = 
_ ſatisfied: that he was the Mefhah, and determined to 
make bim a king. Our Lord withdrew, and crolſel | 
_ theſea... The people followed him; when he took 
occaſion to deal. very cloſely. with them, and: to point 
out the cauſe of their not coming to him for 1. 
© This gave them great offence; but it proved Wo 
were his true diſciples, aud that the reſt were fuch . 
only in pretence. The whole of his conference. wi 
them diſplays the fakes of Ch riſt, and kale, 9 
neſs of men. 
The words of our text are very affecting Ne, 
of his nominal diſciples baving left Naik he puts the 
5 to the twelve SIPs. 10 Will * alſo 7 
Sun. XLINL, LEAR nb  "_ 
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* away z Will you follow their example; or Will you | 
e perch me > Peter, in the name of the reſt, dread- 
5 * thought of apoſtacy, anſwered, * Lord to 
=”. n ſhall we go? Thou haſt the words of eternal 
8 Alle; 9 we can nevet expect. ſo. much happineſs from 
8 another: And he an{wered well: for tboſe who for- 
© fake Chriſt will never ed themſelves, $9. where | 
1 _ they will. 8 5 
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= Tus — may 5 uſefully ant to. 1 125 
3 Tet os conſider Jeſus as putting the ſame queſtion to > 
i may we, win Feten 8 e * the £ 
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55 1 . was s put + ane 5 d protect! 
ſome regard for Chiiſt. They had ſeen his! Ie 5 

| . with admiration... They had heard his preaching with 

5 delight; and they had 9 the lake to meet him 
„ The ſame queſtion, therefore, as put to us, 

-- foppoſes a profeſſed regard for Chrifl, as ſet before us 

—— = 82 Goſpel: ſor if we have not, in donne ſenſe, come 
dc him, of courſe we cannot forfake him. But as the 
5 people of old followed him from falſe motives, and with 
wrong views, it may be proper for us to confider what 
it is that makes many among us profeſs to follow him. 
Andi it is plain that the little profeſſiom which ſome 
make, is the mere effect of cuſtom. Theyare Chriſ- 
duns becauſe their parents were ſuch, and becauſe their 

neighbouts are ſuch. It is the religion of the country: 
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ad nd were theſe people in Furkey they would be Ma- 390 
” _. _kometans. The influence of ſuperiors or friends, 8 
„ _ ſometimes brings them to hear the Goſpel, and the ne 
. ve of novelty keeps them under it for a time. Some lif 
"th 7 are much ſtruck with the fervency of a Mi- wi 

SL 1 Tiller of Chriſt; who ſpeaks in earneſt and from the inz 
Beat; While the (ſeriouſneſs, the fervour, and the - if 
'*  _ Dngingof a lively Congregation, make an additional de 
. n vtereſr and 2 ä make Cl 
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x. 1 en bton XIII.. 3 
n men fers 3 as the people 1 to in our © + 
et llowed Chriſt for the loaves and fiſnes. Afew _ 
others were alarmed by ſickheſs and the fear of death, 7 
or affected at ſome public calamity. | 
But if a perſon's religion has no better en 0 
1 chan theſe afford, we wonder not at his apoſtacy, _ 
. 1 Sooner or later, ſuch profeſſors will go back, and fo 
_. Jow Chriſt no more. And the world abounds witty 1 
5 temptations, which will be fatal to tlioſe who have 
not © the root of the matter“ in them.” 1 may vo” 
"PINE: to point out fonie of theſe. 


Perſecution frightens ny Our Lord hw bid us 

| - expe oppoſition in following him, for * they who 

will live godly in Chrift Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecu- 

tion.“ We muſt © take up the croſs” if we follow __ 

him; and thoſe who fit nor down to count the coſt, e 
will te offended when the trial comes. If relations 

and friends are angry and frown upon them, if ſape-." - | 

-riors and employers withdraw their favours, if their 

- neighbours ridicule and laugh at them, they begin to 

repent of becoming religious. They regard man 

- more than God, and reſolve to be religious only ſo 

5 Gra as may conſiſt with their worldly eaſe and advan- MP 

5 Theſe are the people deſcribed by our Lord in 

FL — e of the ſower, Matt. xiii. 20ũ. He that 

received the ſeed into ſtony places, the ſame is he 8 | 

MW hHeareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it. 

Vet bath he not root in himſelf, but dureth fora Aa 

1 while: for when tribulation or percent den e bY 

becauſe of the word, uy and wy: he = offended. F 


morlih ren; 1 cares, pd ys cons 
nerions make others forſake Chriſt. The Chriſtian 
life is a ſpiritual life. Whoever is led by the Spirit. 
_ not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh, nor walk accord- 
to the fleſh,” If we live after? the fleſh we pe- 

_ rich; but if we, through the Spirit, do mortify the 
bro: © of the. body, we ſhall live.“ If we are 
N e "the world will be crucified wa. 
, an by. _ 


af 1 
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> "APOSTACY FROM « bunter 40 E DREADED. 
| a en the world! and though we are init, we 


ek mall not be of it. But if the proſeſſor forgets this, 


=; | about the world perplexes the mind; and they whb 


Ke 5 a fortune, uſually make ſuch compliances with that 


- 2 " had woo: carnal a men e WOO the two. who 


: truction and perditien.“ 2 1 Tim. vi. 9. Thus our 

Lord faith,” He alſo that received ſeed among the 
thorns, is he that heareth the word; and the care of | 
this world, and the deceitfulneſs of riches, choke — 
85 8 5 be becometh 'valrejdfal.” | Ne” 


and is drawu by degrees into {elf indulgence ; if he 


gets a taſte for gzicty and public amuſements, if he can 


— the playhouſe,” and fit down at the card table, he 
will gradually loſe the favour of the Goſpel ; and, 
finding a manifeſt contradiction. between the two maſ- 


ters he ſerves,” he will ſoon quit one of them. He 
cannot * "Chriſt and me world too. 


Rea cares bare aol e 28 e TFbey dit 
wat the mind, and make it unfit for religious duties. 
They ſteal away the heart from Chriſt. Anxiety 


will be rich,“ and determine, at all events, to make 


. as are inconſiſtent with their profeſſion ; 5 der 
fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into nan. 
fooliſh aud hurtful luſts, which drown men in deſ- 


World. connexiins ruin others. - "Yew is 4 e of 
1 importance, but too little regarded : Be not 
unequally yoked with unbelievers.” Chriſtians thould 
marry ty in the Lord.“ How many have made 
mipwreck of faith and of à good conſcience,” by ne- 


i glecting this rule; and by preſuming upon their abi- 
z - 5 'Hty both to keep their own ground, and influence 
their pactner alſo. When Lot was about to leave 


Sodom, the angels bid him give warning o all his re- 
"ations of the defirution that was coming; aceordl- 
mngly «he went to his ſons · in- law, who married his 

daughters, and ſaid, Up! get ye out of this place, for 
the Lord will ae this city : but he ſeemed to them | 
as one that mocked.” Thus the two daughters who | 
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tb alt SP 
* . were with him at home, efcaped the fire with their © | 
nnd ß,, gee 
Familiarity with worldly men has a bad influence  __ 
on the mind. They that feared the Lord, in Id 
dime, ſpake often one to another; the primitive | 
Chriſtians were much . together, and continues - 
daily in ſocial religion; and while they did to, may „ 
were edified and multiplied. Bat if profeſſors need. 
lelsly aſſociate with wicked and vain perſons, they will. © 47 
oon reſemble them, learn their manners, and go back 
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- - Negligence in religious duties is another cauſe, of _ = 

_ apoſtacy. The means of grace are of divine appoint-- 
ment; they are wiſely calculated to promote the lite 1 
ol God in the ſoul; and they have the promiſe of tie 
Lord's bleſſing to make them. effectual. They can 
not therefore be flighted without injury. „ 
body muſt ſuffer, if there be not proper attention to 


whboleſome food ; fo the foul muſt be injured if ordi- 


* 
&r 


hances be omitted, or careleſsly attended. Decten- 
ſions in religion uſually begin in the cloſer, then e- 
tend to ſocial duties, and at length to the duties of the 
Sabbath and the houſe of God, Be not /o:b/al then 3: 
but © be diligent;“ followers of them who through + _ 


- faith and patience inherit the promiſes. 


Tobe falls and diviſions of ſome profeſſors have a very 
ill effect upon others. It is common for beginners in 
religion to entertain too high an opinion of ſerious 
characters, and to place too much confidence in them; 
and if any of theſe miſcarry, they are hurt, and raſhly 
. conclude. that there is no reality in religion. But 
- they forget that there was a Judas among the twelve, - 
and in every age there have been apoſtates; ** never- _ 
_ thelefs, the foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, the Lord 
knoweth them that are his.” But, (woe to the world. 
aud to ignorant profeſſors of this fort, 4 becauſe of 
offences; for it muſt needs be that offences come: 
bat woe to that man by whom the offence cometh.” 
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: This chapter will furniſh us with another = 1 
Frag of apoſtacy.' We ſhall find that it was be Doe · 


ne of Chrift which offended thoſe © many diſciples 


. =. — 1 went back, and walked no more with Mm.“ 


Bet us fee what this offenſive docttine was. 

The multitude had followed him becauſe of the 
wireless egerteiument he gave them. This raiſed 
their hopes of His being a. temporal king, and of their 

getting rich in his ſervice: Our Lord, Who knew 
their thaughts, directed them to ſeck, not the-.bread 
Which periſheth, but that which endureth to eternal 
life; not meat for their bodies, but for their ſouls. 
He allo declared Himſelf to be that meat; that he 
eame down from heaven ; that he would give his fleſh 
_ for the life of "the: world ; and that except a man 
"ſhould eat his Beth and drink his blood, he could have 
no life in him; but that whoever ſhould partake of 
Kin, ſhould never die, but have eternal life. 

Theſe high and myſterious declarations confounded 
1 oſfended them. They murmured when he ſaid 
he came down from heaven, for they knew Joſeph | 
His reputed father; and having no ſpiritual. ideas. of 
his diſcourſe, they cried, ** How can he give us his 
fleſh to eat? In ſhort, they thought theſe * hard 
© layings, not to be underſtood or believed. 

Our Lord ſtill maintained the doctrine of his de- 
' ſeent from heaven, and intimated: that, ere long, they 
would ſee him aſcend thither. He told them that 
- eating his fleſh was not to be taken in the groſs ſenſe 
of the words, but was to be underſtood ſpiritually. 
He alſo ſhowed them that their cavils and murmurs. 
- aofe from the ignorance, corruption, and unbelief of 
their hearts ; and that they needed divine teaching to 
Wale them Vile to ſalvation, and that no man could. 
or would come to him, and believe upon him, with- 
out ſuperior aſſiſlance. No man can come unto 
me, except the Father, who ſent me, draw him.” 


IT Fheſe were the ſublime and myſterious, but great 
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and glorious rruths, which fo offended the Jews, and 
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a 300 the ſaine to this hy 7 85 we not 
in find that thefs doctrines give offence? The Gin 
of Chriſt to a divine origin is oppoſed by ſome. "The | 
_ doarine of his atonement is rejected by others. And 
the humbling doctrines of the neceſſity of divine in- 
- fluences, ws of the ſovereignty of God in beſtowing . 
them Where he pleaſes, are held in abhorrence bỹ7 
many. Talk to men of morality, virtue and good 
works, and they will hear you: but ſpeak of grace, 
of the blood of Chriſt, of faith in his. flood, of being 
taught of God, and drawnby the Spirit, and then they 
cry. Enthuſiaſm! Methodiſm, &c. But let us not 


be offended at this. It ſhould confirm us in the be- = 


lief of the truth. And while many go back and fol- 
low Chriſt no more, let us conſider him as putting. che 
— Iam queſtion to us, Will ye alſogo away ?”” 

This queſtion is the language of affection. It ſpeaks 
> kindneſs of his loving heart: Our gracious Lord 
has a real concern for his ſervants, for his friends, for 
his brethren ; and he is not willing to part with them. 
But he would have them ſerve him freely, and with- 
out conſtraint. He keeps no ſlaves. his queſtion -- 


was put to try them, to give. them an occaſion of re- 


"fe ing upon their on happineſs, and upon the miſery - 


of thoſe who 9 5 juſt Per a him. And it e 
| _. accordingly. t gave'occafion for the excellent an- 
wer of Peter, 2 we now bel to onder 


2 * ing Finnen Peter rated Wt . to ho” 
| fa we. 1 5 Tho 3 the words: of eternal OS 


T this anſwer, we 8 ths TRY OI of the n man 


who made it. Peter was bold and forward, but fin- 
.cere, affectionate, and candid. He ſpeaks in the name 
of all his brethren, taking it for granted they were all of 
the ſame mind; though, alas! there was à Judas, a devil, 
among them; one who had © no part nor lot in this 


matter. Peter anſwers the queſtion of our Lord by 


another queſtion, To whom ball we go? We ſeck 
eternal lite, and where can we GN it but! in hee. * 
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og will 8 ab be” n of inftruRion, They will- 
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- {vas if he had faid, Whole diſciples ſhall we be, if we 
8 to be thine ? Shall we go do the heathen Philo- 
_ Jophers for inſtruction ? They are become vain in 
. their imaginations : profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, 
_ they are fools in the matter of eternal life. Shall we 
go to the Scribes and Pharifces? They are blind lead- 
- ers of the blind. Shall we go to Moſes? He will ſend 
us back to thee. Therefore we. will flay where we 
re we ſhall never do better. 

It is obſervable that in Peter's . 3 8 
Appears to be the grand object of the diſciples; and the 
reaſon Why they would not forfake Chriſt is, becauſe 
he has the * of eternal life: He teaches the true 
doctrine of eternal life, and he is able and willing to 


EE ie! us eternal life, l diſcourſe py N hen. 


et it ext D remembered dat 


; - 


1 > Sets Rest ber of. , 


7 OS, . 1 


=]  evernal 1 . 4 e tendency ro . er Yor 


Sbviant e of eternity : F Alas how few belege 


; q 22 In how few do they abide and operate] How 


few live under the daily impreffion of the Jhorineſs of 


ume, and the length of eternity. Which is as er Od 
180 fay, How few are believes | ! For it is the office of 
.__ - faith to look forward to things not ſeen,” and to be 

_ . -wflaenced by them as if they were preſent. And in- 


deed, this forms. the g aud diſtinction between the 


Kok children of God, and the children of this world. He 
tttat is of the earth is earthly ; ; he thinks and ſpeaks of 
> . earthly things ; he that is born of heaven, is heavenly 
minded. That which is born of the fleſh i is fleſh, 
Aud that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit.” And 
x 41 highly concerns each of us to know which of theſe 
zs our character. It muſt be one. There is no mid- | 
dle ſtate. And 2 8970 to our ſtate here, ſucli wil! 
de our ſtate hereafter. If eternal life be not our pur- 
© fait, it will never be our portion. 


"Thoſe who are duly affected with eternal. things, 
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-ſeriou enquire | Hor eternal life may be Int, — 
« : What ſhall we do to be ſaved? is the ſubſtance 411 
their enquiry. Even the people who forſook Chrift, 
hed a queſtion of this kind, ver. 28. What thall 
we 1 that we might work the 1 of God Gur 
dw them this plain anſwer... This is the 
1 0 God, that ye believe in me. As elſewhere ns 
alſo he declares, © He that delieveth, on me ſhall not ” TY 
e but have everlaſting life.“ „ 5 
Every thing that relates to ciernal life depends' on 
Jeſus, He has the words of eternal life. He diſco- 
veredh it more fully, and revealed it more plainly than 
any of the prophets. His goſpel gives us a clear ac. Wo 
count of the bleſſed life, and immortal glory of ſoul 
and body in the heavenly world. It ſhews us the 
true and ſpiritual nature of that ſtate, and what Will 
be the Bödele arid bleſſedneſs of glorified ſaints. It 
leaves us to ho uncertuin eonjeRtures, poetical fancies, 
or ſenſual notions of paradiſe but clearly deſeribes it 
as a ſtate of knowledge, purity and bliſs,” in the Fe = 
| fence of Immanuel, God with us. . 3 
The true and only way to eternal ei is Et” 
= - by Chriſt, Many ways have been deyiſed by men. 
A thouſand ſ 3 have been invented by Ry 
or deluded” men, and impoſed upon the world, as 
means of obtaining eternal e i Every ee n ——Y 
and every impoſtor has produced omething th tn. 
view: and carnal men ſtill ludicrovſly 80 „ 9 
talk of every one's ſetting up his own ladder to heàa- 
Ven. But away wittrall theſe.- Chriſt has the words 
of eternal life. Whither I go, ſaid he to his dil- 
ciples, ye know, and the way ye know.” John XIV. 5 = 
4: Thomas, miſtaking his meaning, ſaid, Lord, 
we know not whither thou goeſt; and how can . 
know the way?” This miſtake gare occaſion for a 
_ ebarkbing declaration on our Lord's part. Jews 5 
ſaithi undo him“ IJ am the Wav the TRUT n- 
and the LIVE: no man cometh unto the Father, bär 
by me.” No words before were ever fo plain. The . 
fobllance of. Ip grant, ANA was ee ans ale ſa- 
5 des. ; 
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8 s. Theſe ere ts 3 of ne. | 
| "0 ſhowed that withour ſhedding of blood there could 


be no remiſſion of ſins; but it remained for him who | | 


is the Trazth, the ſubſtance of all the Old Teſtament 
types, himſelf to ſay, I am the may. Chriſt, by his 
death, opened the gates of heaven. The croſs of 


Christ is the only key that opens the door of . | 
We have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt, by the | 


. blood of Jefus.” This alludes to the High Prieſt of 
the Jews, who; once a year, went into = holy of - 
bolies with the blood of an animal. The way into 
| this was by the veil which ſeparated it from the holy 
| place Our way to heaven is through the veil of 
Chriſt's $ body, crucified, for us. And it is remarkable 


chat, at the time of his death, the veil of the temple | 


Was rent in two, without hands, from the to the 
bottom; which fignified, chat every ofiraRion to 
dur entrauce into heaven was removed by the death . 
of Jeſus; ſo that we may now draw near to God, and 
enter into glory, in full aſſurance of faith. 
The words of Chriſt are * the words . e 
life on another account. They ate the means and 
* of that new and ſpiritual life in the ſoul, 
hereby it is prepared for eternal life. The words that 


= ral unto you, laid our Lord, verſe 63 of this chap- 


ers they are Retr end they are bife—they are to be ta- 
not in a carnal, but in a ſpiritual ſenſe; and they 
ate the, means of conveying the Holy Spirit, whoſe in- 
_Huence i is effectual unto. 10 iets and eternal life. It 
is by the Goſpel that Chriſt ſpeaketh from hea- 
ven; and when the Goſpel is accompanied with the 
E of the Spirit, the dead hear thie voice of the 
of God, and live. For this purpoſe it was that 

les, though forbidden of men, were com- 

ju ary of Chriſt to go, ſtand and ſpeak in 4 


I - temple to the people all the words of 1 life.” B 


the ſame words the children of God are directed, = 


, liſhed, encouraged, and nouriſhed unto eternal life. 


In the view of advantages like theſe, well might 
ber . 7 YON to * ate. hi has 
, 2 Ine 


, 7 
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words reveal it. 


lien n 


word is the ſeed. of life in our fouls. Yea, thou art 


eternal life. To whom then can wre go? We cau- | 

| not, we dare not, we will not forfake. thee, 

Suche my brethren, are the ſentiments of every gra- 
cows. foul. With ſuch views as theſe we 4 

« cleave to the Lord with purpoſe of W how ab⸗ 

a; the e e 3 . 15 


all: 
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„ Arc TION. 1 1 . : 2 
e we come to Chriſt ? Are we, in i any ed bis 
Sowa If not, as we have already ſaid, we cannot 
forſake him: but our caſe is no leſs dangerous. Woes. | - 
be to thoſe” who, in a Chriftian land, a land of 
dibles and of ſermons, | © refuſe to hide him that 


ſpeaketh from heaven. Woe be io us if he ſhould, 
= to us Ve will not come unto me, that ye on 
have life. O, conſider of it, thoughtleſs ſouls. - : 
you would have eternal life, and ſurely you wiſh for 
it, remember you muſt have the words of eternal life.” 


Tou muſt learn the way of life. Vou muſt be inte- 
reſted in Jeſus who is the life. The Lord incline. 
you, while! it is called. 10-day, to hear his voice and. 


N 


live. 


and names; they are not a vain thing; they are 


words of liſe. O then * let the word of Chriſt well | 
in vs richly ; ;“ let us lay it up in our hearts, and prize 


i above our chief treaſure. 


And rig; ler ds confer Chiilt Kimfett as putting 
© ha queſtion to esch one of us ili thou go away? 


Others do. We live in a day when great numbers 


do. Like the apoſtate Jews, referred to in our text, 


their carval minds, filled with reaſoning pride, reject 


the 188 revile the SRI deny Chriſt, and 
- renounce | 
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Ph Tho hk . 1 
us the way to . Thou art thyſelf the way: Thy 


What we * heard of the Hs of life ſhould. | So 
" endear them to us. The doctrines of grace are not _ - 
idle ſpeculations, or needleſs diſputings about words 


R 


10 Arosrler FROM. onxtey 1 To Br DREADED.. 


the very name of Chriſtian. The Lod | 
th ab ing tliem back again to his fold! But 


- Ae 


8 . O conſider well before you 
you ga? Willy Te for to the mo- 

7 ot for eternal life ſure ely ! IT bey 
GOES . 1 
— % Dre Ech thing; and if Want eter- 
"a 2 Sers will you find it dut in Tein? Will 
J go back into the world? Alas, it is vain; and will 
Aeceſve you. Will you return to fin and folly ? It 
will inſure your eternal death. Reſolve. then with 2 
Ke 8 5 Feter to cleave to Chriſt. 5 
FB pray for. Na DEP grace. 8 ſe ble of 
5 = 7 your own weakneſs, and pray 1585 leave me not 
dio my own. will.“ To be willing to go away and 


N 1 


+ 


= 1 1 


«Xs e thee, is to be willing to periſh; and 1 (hall in- 
5 5 be willing to do it, if thou leaveſt my will to 
| $ . * mfelf.” Tou muſt watch and pray continually. Re- 
Z 5 it the firſt-motions to coldneſs, negligence, and apoſ- 
Eo 3 Guard againſt the ſeduQtions of the world, and 
the bewitching pleaſures of fin, And may God fol- | 
Fl his gracious promiſe—** I will put my A Tha their ö 
"Ju 1 * 8785 ſhall not depart Ty me.” . 


* 


* 


* 4 ” ; 
*. 1 ; 8 „ # 
"of — 5 n a 
F « 7 £ *. . [ps * 
5 * 4 : 8 9 I ? 
* IS * , 4 * * 5 | PF. . 2 
— 0 S 2 : ; . D , | 
* % 23 4 FA © 
6. = : $4 - - { x4 
ae CAE —_ a_—— LS” 2 IF. £ 


* Py 


= 


— 
- ? 
4 —— a © 


3 N 5 . Lord!“ ton 1 haſt pow'r, I know, | 
Eo pe s 5 To fave a wretch like me ee 
. T0 whom, or whither could 1 . 5 
5 5 5 It 1 owe turn Eon ties?! 
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Let us ow, 40, even. ante Bethlehem and for thi | 
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: 2 wiſe man obſerves,” that-* the eye is not - 
ſatisfied with. Seeing.” The truth of this 
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To vivation is. confirmed by the experience of li "4 


: . _ only it admits ST 5 5 exception There is 
one object, and. only one, which can ſatisfy the 
eye of the mind, and that is the Lord Jefus 5 


We have a proof of this in good oid Simeon; men- 
© tioned in the 29th and 30th verſes uf this chapter 
Ile had long waited for Chriſt, © the conſolation 
of Iſrael;” and he lived to ſee the infant e 

4 brought into the temple ; "when, claſping the holy. 

s \* child; in bis feeble arms, he bleſſed God, and. 

fſaid, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy falvation.” Some of the Turks, 1015 laid, 2 

t out their eyes, as ſoon as they have ſeen Ma- 5 1 
homet's tomb, becauſe: they would not defite them 
- again-by regarding any common: Object. Does fp. 
perſtition teach them ſo. to admire the grave fn ö 
Toi let us, as Chriſtians,” haſten „ | 

4 behold a fight of red! glory; let us % turn a 

our eyes from behalding vanities; let us fix them 

upon the adorable Jeſus; tet us ſay, with the g.. 

mwinag ſhepherds in our text, when juſt informed. = 

of the meg birth, Let: us now go, even to - 

 Bethlebert, and ſee 5 e N 1 
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It was to Hep e 5a pbor,” honeſt 
men, that the! 3 was firſt announced - 
"= encouraging circumſtance. 1 poor of this. 
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7 HE. Ann ar CHRIST. | =P +5. 
- work; 3 by an encouragement for ſuch to f Wy . 8 
| m bufineis,“ for, it was when the The — 
. were. watching their flaeks b 
them An angel de- 

flage ; and a-moltitude- of angels 
| Joined i in chorus Glory ta God in the higheſt—and 
7/8 earth ad log ee jo «vill . men. . 


rature 2 à poor 
. woman; a common 2 ID of his Mirth, S; 
We is bom in a ' ſtable; he is laid in a manger. 
O deep humiliation-of the Son of God, the Creator 
of the world And yet, behold the glory! Anew 
Aar dizetts the wife men of the eaſt to the honour- 
ed fpot; end a multitude of miniſtering fpiritsbymn 
i birth. Never was the birth: df wn arthly 
Een ſo highly honoued. 
God gives us information, to put us II ation, 
> ſhepherds were informed of What had 
„and -where it happened, it. put them 
3 Ie the „a born in the city of 
3 David? Let us go then, ſaid they, and':ſee him. 
F ſame improvement of 
Ben information. They en h his ftar fp a r 
dme to Bethlehem. o 
Let us learn ee piec of dean gen "oy 
be $6 Let Us, 80 . ſaid they. | Vhat, at 
 manſe: me and 8 * 
_ aid, What muſt become of our flocks? But theſe 
plain men, who had left their beds to attend their 
now leave their flocks to e 
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Let religion then be our fob Beet 
«the: ohne thing \needful.:??. Ant what we do | 
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without a moment's delay. 
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0 Let Us go to ſuch an N ach. 9 by 
BK bete ſuch a party of pleaſure 7 lets rather aye. 5 
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2 1 — lying in a manger.” "They believed, be. 
fore they came; hut now their faith 18 confirmed: | 33 1 
= by ficht. They were gratified' anf edified by he 

1 5 view; and 4 they r glorifying and pfaiſing 
| God, bor all the things that. they had heard ane 
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| _—_ -and ſimple hearted- men. Let us e to- 
"8 _ Bathlehems the name fignifies The houſe e bread: © e 
chere, in the contemplation of jeſus, may we find  _ 
=. bread for gur ſouls, - To excite your ferious atten- 
Aon to this divine obj let me inform; you. What "OT 
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= Bs firſt. promiſe that God made to guilty man was... 35 ry 
chat ( the ſeed of the woman ſhould” bruiſe tie 


A _ ſerpent's head?” -.. Jeſus: Chriſt,” as te 9 
3 8 Mg: woman; ; but he 18 „ 
, 25 time Was dome, God £ th his . made ö FAS 


2 Woman,“ Gal. i 5 * . neceſſary 
_ Hons t! vn ain yy wal; men 
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5 5 Hatt. i. 284 . the begtuning vas the Word, M © 
-_ - and the *WorD' was with Gon, and the Wor. 1 


_ his re wr es: way of kt ] 
2 . conception, | by the: power of the Holy Ghoſt. | 

„Thus, that 45 Hing Which was barn of . bleff- 
+ nd Virgin was to be called 7he Sen of God; holy, 
_ -harmleſs, * vndefiled, and ſeparate from fitmers; t 
10 e for 0s; becauſe he knew no ſin.“ 
In what manner the Aumarr nature was united to 
"the divine, we cannot. tell. It is enough for us 
* that it was To united. Ihe teſtimony of Scripture 
ist moſt abündaut and ſatisfactory on chis head. 
et the following texts ſuffice, © Hit name full be 
called IMMANUEL, which Aignifies, Gop wiTH: vs, 


as Cop: And the Worp Was made e, and MW, _ 
"dwelt among us, John i. 1. and 14. St. Paul a.. 
Aures us, 1 Tim. iii. 15, 16. that this is the pillar 
be 45 grund of the trut ii; and, without "contraverſy, 13 
e eat my/tery of. godli ne/e—namely, that God + was 00 
Rh I rhe BoA. RE = 
0 glorious and en truth . is eb 3 
© fn the feſt! [Surely it is highly deficable for feeble WM © 
mortals to know their Maker; and, becauſe we 
could not aſcend to him, Io, he deſcends to us He- | - SHEN 
fene darkneſs had long covered the earth, ang 
the wiſeſt of men bowed down . to- an unknown R <->; 
God; 2” but, glory be to his name, „ the only be- 
gotten Son, Who was in the hoſom of the Father, =_— 
e hath: declared him, John i. 18. This is he = 


5 ho is the brightneſs of the- Father's glory, 


and the exprels i image of his ow. „ the1 image 4 1 
of the inviſible: God” Heb: i. 3. This is he, 
"xs *© who, being in the form of Goc 1084 who thought WM * 
it no robbery to be equal with God, condeſcends WW 


to become a man, a poor man, a nt: that we; ; 
through his poverty, might become eternally rich, | 
By bis heavenly dactrine; by his aſtoniſhing mi- W | 
racles; in his lovely diſp. Sa and eſpecially in 
1 

( 


His divine perſon, Bode was manifeſted to man. 


* 1. bat — 4 prong ane of his Gs" 0 


5 nd) Ss ie ie Kar, us; - 'Philip wilde ie 97 „ 
8 eee of God, ſuch as was eitel 
Ro to the prophets: Jefus, in a Way of , 
rebuke, replĩied Have I Been fo long time with \ 
Joh and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip ? and rr | 
then added theſe remarkable words, fully proving - 
that God was manifeſted in the fleſh—#He that Agile 
be me hath ſeen the Father, John-xav. 8. 9. > "Lg 
_ Heyeſt thou not that I am in- the Father, 1 the. 1 
Farmer in me ?—henceforth ye haye known. him 

and ſeen him, ver. 7. 10. „ L and i wy Father. are | a | 
"is fen. Let us go to . and ſee: this: - | 
great light: Angels deſire to look at it. Glori- 
os myſtery! We cannot. fu fu ly. comprehend. .it 
Men may ſpe eak and write of it; but it is not i 
Pope to_ deſcribe. it, as to fay that. it cannot ; = 1 
deſeribed. Wee may ſpeak of i 5 ; but the.moſt ver + 2 

can ſay about it is; that. It is 1 in peakable : And 
the moſt we know is, that it paſſeth knowledge? OY 
"Suffice it, that we believe and adore... „ 
the lig br ſhine into our; hearts, to give us the- 1 x 
itt of the knowled ge of the glory of od, in tone 
fade of Jeſus Chriſt,” and it 1 enough: will. 0 
_ dwell at; Bethlehem all. our days, unti Pg tha tees {i 
8 moxe us to Bethel above, Where 0 yoo 
1 * to . 35 e « Nh dar tis a ue 

ICE, 3 17 e Js = 
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247 he eee 4 ade 7 ; I man, - 
ax the grand deſign bf the Saviour birth. Ged | 
fot his Son, made g gf a woman, made under the. we 
is to RE DEEM them that were under the, Jaw He was 
Homes Jets, becauſe he came to are his pev- 

le from their-fins.” There is ſomething. deligbt- 

ful in the name Savjour.. Cicero, the 1 
bse faid, that when travelling in Greece, he = The 
fa a. TING 3 inſcribed with this Word=—SAVIOUR. Hee + 
” 885 Xx 3. „ 
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_ the redeemed Gnaer admire | it — 


* 5 5 'S He Fea 5 FD 9. 5 80 . 8 in wo hoer: an. 


3 5 ok in 8 check Wat ike . of old 1 


= od - hug expected his appearance. To him gave all 
the prophets witneſs, that through his name, who- 
- foever believeth in him ſhould receive temiſſion of 
Fase About the time of his coming, the godly 
people in "Jeruſalem. were looking | or redemp- 
tion,“ and. with Simeon, « waiting for the conſ 
lation of-Ifrael.” Our Lord himfelf declares this 
to be the chief defign 'of his, coming“, God ſo 
loved the world that he. gave his only begotten 
San, that whoſoever believeth in him migh t not 
© perafh but have everlaſting life,“ John itt. 16. 
Obſerve it was to fave finners. From 3 for 
7 we muſt, without an inzereſt in Do 
We know this? Why do we call bim a Saviour, if 
we fee not our need of deliverance? and from 
"what from n and from Zell. If we are not 

es from fin Nee we. fi 11 not be faved from 
TE {ana $7 1 Fe 1 65 5 

” God [ent Bis Son in likeneß of nful , 
an by OG. him a ſacrifice) ＋ in, . 


of God appeared. in the likeneſs of ſinſul fleſh ;” 


his nature was perfectly pure; 3 but it had the like- | 


5 8 net of our's, which is whotty corrupt. He knew 
no ſin; none in nature, none in practice. He 
bad © a clean heart, and pure hands.“ He could 
125 Challenge his bittereſt enemies to convince him of 
uin; yea, he defied: Satan himfelf, the great. ac- | 
. uſer The prince "of this world 1 and 
bduath nothing in me.“ Thus he was a pure and 
RL ppotleſs lamb, fit to become a ſacrifice for fin. Un- 
5 2 der the law every victim muſt be perfect, and 
I iet 228 70 Was e the TATE a | 
0 


5 * wy "7 : e * 4 25 .. 2 0 * 2 N 7 


8 LEE 1 1 of the whe; „ ; 
not its Chriſtian meaning. How TOR: more Fay 4 


Ws in 2 fen, Rom. vill. 3. Mark how the Son | 
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$2RMON' XLIV. ' 4 4 5 "Ig 5 * ; 71 0 

d 0 for he was manifeſted: to take 1 
away, our 1 8. ry in him is no ſin, 1 John i 5. 

Being thus pure and holy; the ſins of the whole _ 
church. were laid upon him. He was made fin 


Zr ut; 4 he ſuffered for out fins; the Lord 
aid apon him bur iniquities $95 rigs: 'bote: our fins, * 
in his own body, on the tree.” And thus God 
1 condemned 8 in the ali: he condemned our ſin, > | 


in thefleth of Chriſt; he ſhewed his extreme hatred , 
uh it; he paſſed ſentence: of death upon it; and 
executed that ſentence in the dreadful: death fr 
n And thus, the condemning of fin in Chriſt 
our n prevents the condemping of it in our 
perſons. And this is the ground of that excellent 
privilege mentioned Rom. viii. I. « There is there- _ 
fore now 00. condemnation. to them that ate in 
Chriſt Jelus.” But this is not all: the end and de- 
fon of this is, rhas the. righteouſneſs of the Jaw'might- 
"SE tr rage in us, % walk not after the fleſhy. but 
ſpirit. Thus the .perfe ect righteoultieſs,.. 
den by the moral law, is fufilled in us; not 

in us eh but by our ſurety in our nature, and 
in our Head; and ſo might be deemed, in legal ei- 
n to he fulfilled j or, and by, all thoſe of us 
_ whe truly: believe, and who . the WHY: of 0, 
on faith by a holy walk. F 

O the grace and love: of the bt 


&f "Ir Jeſus! He, 
"the. moſt-high God, bleſſed for evermore, confent- 
dd to become man. He who was fe,” and gare 
life to all, became a mortal man. He was born to 
- Oy Becauſe we: were partakers' of 70% and blood, - 
5 1 Hin ek pry of. the 1 e * 0 
you example or degree! 3 . 


4 . 
3 N 


N . 15 « O for this love let n 2 hills. 


. 13 5 
hep laſting flence break; e „ 
> ney And all ny ous human tonguers ir 7} #1. 5 
3 The” Savioar' praiſes ſpeak. Tee LE 


92 4 


Thus, Jeſs, « delivered, us from the” rath tc 
come, eſerved wrath, the wrath: that 
* 10 comes = 0 n with” N now, and 
e endures, 


oh wi >» 


wo Y 2 . 3 - 2 ; 
„ . 15 
1 * 's 1 — . 1 

© 5 * 1 


rue sir „ enntsr. 5 
Jures, with much long. ſaffering, 8 f 
n which An tht: for -deſtruQtion.”” But God is 
| reconciled: to every believer: in Jeſus. He was 
_ angry» but his anger is 3 - Thoſe who 
believe 5 be dean 9 from death anto life?” '*thoſe ? 
who are redee "WR the curſe: of the w, re- 
| x v3 Dire the adoption of ſons“ They are alſo re- 
emed from the power. and dominion « of fin ; z4t | 


all they —— and all +". go are, „ Wee te to 

de Lord: and when they have ſerved him and 
their generatiön, during his appointed time, he will 
-.-- take ——— Himſelf, and they hall know the full 
meaning of that comprehenſive phraſe—ETERN AI. 
85 A Such are the ineſtimable bleſſings Which 
us. the Redeemer of man, came to procuxe.. |: 
* us take apnea tum ee ye Toe 4 
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l 8 3 5 . 3 5 
Atm. Satan, the 1 fallen t eſs hs, "nM? 
1 25 the form of a cunning- ſerpent, ſeduced 3 ; 

= 


dur firſt mother in the garden; and, employing her W 
— as the tompter of Adam, ſeduced: our firit father W * 
- allo.;- Thus were. the flood-gatey of fin opened in 
our world. Thus fatan ufurped-a ſovereign: abrbo- ; 

_ ity over the ſouls of men; in ſo much that, in ſa- 

- writ, he is diſtinguiſhed by the names of 
the prince of this world; yea, „the god of this 
World. He has ſet up an oppoſite throne to that 
of God; he rules in dhe hearts of the children of 
Aen. who are led captive by him at his 
will. Millions of ſouls have readily ſubmitted to 
Bis chains, and have lived. and died in love with 
their bondage. Cruel tyrant! who. ſhall deliver 
us from thy deſtructive P 

It was when our fallen parents Hood combing: | 
before their Judge, expecting every moment to 
* threatened death: it was then that a duwn 

. of nm W in the. faſt e 9 
. * Re ES | . | 5 k Gen. A 
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T ie. „ 
Gen i ili. 1 15 The Lo RD, turning to the ee 
hd ſeduced thenr, utters chis curſe “ Becauſe - 
thou haſt done tliis, thou art curſed above al reattle, 
and above every beaſt of the field; upon thy my 
_ ſhalt thou go, and duſt ſhalt tliou Eat all A days 
of thy life; and I will put enmity between thee and 'J 
. the woman, and dere thy e and her ſeed; 7 1 85 
it ſhall bruiſe th head; and thou ſhalt bruiſe his "11 
heel. No ene th the devil is re condemned, 
7 under che name of the ſerpent, becauſe he had 
5 abuſed that creature in order to deceive man. He 
WU is curſed; for « everlaſting fire is prepared fot him. 
M - and his angels.” His power was to be contrated; -  -* 
| he was to creep, not fly: his power ſhould be re. 
- ſtrained tore d¹ that i is, to carthly-minded. men. - = 
or to the bodies of the ſaints. His head was to be 
brad that is, his power. was to be finally: de. 
_ firoy ed by Jeſus Chriſt ;' for ſo St. John Expounds 
i 'The Son of God was manifeſted to Ne 
1 works of the, devil.” The ſerpent's poilon, - - 
craft, and life, are in his be if this be ities - 
be is deſtroyed. Jeſus Chriſt, in his temptation, A 15 
baffled the tempter i in all his cunning aſſaults. He 
caſt out devils from the bodies of men: he enabled 
his diſciples to do the ſame, and empowered them 
to tread on ſerpents and ſcorpions, and over all 
the power of che enemy; and he has Tomiſed _ 
_ alſo to hie people, that “ he "will: bruiſe atan wo 
der their feet ſhortly ?“ | 
God alſo declared Gers mosi be “ hed . © 
mity between the ſeed of the ſerpent and the ſeed - 
of the woman, which. ineſudes the ;/an#?ification 
a. all the elect. Unconverted men are at pence” 
with the devil; but, 'when grace comes; wat com 
mences, and God will make the" believer: more 7 33 1 
than a conqueror. Fre, OE 2 
But all this.is in conſequence "of he birth 05 Jo. 
-— He is moſt eminently the feed of the wo. 
man, the Son of God, made of a woman.” 0 
the: merit. of His 8 Su Mo the 8 ee I 
. „ . 2 . 5 . A. 0 t 
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"Ts: rn or CHRIST. | WS 0 


_ irit, . s the. power. of the ald 3 | 
8 Was, indeed; allowed. * to* bruiſe his Bee ;? 
- and he did fo; by his agents, when he prevailed to 
"I the crucifixion of our Lord; but it was 
hen, even then, that he braiſed fan! Ss head,” : 
_ and” laid the foundation of his everlaſting deftruc-. ö 
"tion. Never before did fallen ſpirits Alice ver ſo | 
much oppoſition to: Chriſt, ©. They were aware, | 
* Probably, of Chxiſt's defign to overturn their em- J 
+ Pie; ate they muſtered all their- forces, em- 
_ ployed all their Hall; ; and, as all was at ſtake, | : 
BE 1 one ns, effort in a; kind of Wore en 
* armed every proper inſtrument, 
And ſet every engine at work —temptations, 3 4 

© cutions,. violence,. ſlander, treachery, and the like. 
. QurLord, whou they oppoſed; made no formidable . 
3 * S be Was del; piſed of men, a: Worm, 
_ and: n man. But this: nh the event more Glo. - 
__ viaus., It was a ſpectacle worth the admiration of 
. univerſe, to fee the defpiſed Galilean turn all the 
3 .of bell back upon itſelf! to ſee one in the 
of- men, Wreſting the keys of hell and 
"= out of the hands = the- devil; to ſee him 
| Emtagto the poy ers of darkneſs in their own net, 
and making them ruin their own defigns. with their , 
| own firatagerns.. They made one diſciple betray 4 
bim, and another deny hic; they made the Jews 
e bim, and the Romans crucify. him. Bout 
ä theſe were the very means of f ſpoiling * triumph- 
5 „ ing over themſelves; Col. ii. 15. The cruelty of 
dels and their: e was made ſubſerylent 
„ deſigns of infinite mercy, and the fins of 
. = men over- ruled for making an end of ſin, and I 
_ * bringing in everlaſting righteouſneſs,” n 43 
Thus was the prince of this world jud ged. 3 
«Chriſt, by/ his Frey «hath deſtroyed 2 that Y 
In BY ! 'P 2 _ HF Edenh? ane; aaa A908» evi- # 1 
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| 255 3 * "GRAM ON XL rv oy 5 5 LD : 
dent, 8 that attended his goſpel, an@ _ | 

the power of his ONT in the experience of all be. 1155 = 3 
N n the effects of e e than 2 
throu che ck. Satan ſhall be” bount! for * ry 5 
| thouſand years; and, thnugh looſed for a hort 
ſeaſon, ſhall be utterly caſt out, and 4 
dell. The raue ſhall 72 85 all its dead, 
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3 „ Hatiäg been to Beth hem, to ſee this 
"1 dick eee to paſs, let us now, like the 
berds, return, glorif ing” God for all tlie things. _ 
WH wehave heard and ſeen?“ We have learned, that 
ni the incarnation of the: Son of God We may 4 EE 
I Deity diſplaped. Han redeenied—and Salon ruined. . 5 E 
How vaitand glorious are theſe deſigus of a 


. * 
* 
* [ , 


" The angels knew this when they fang 
"WM Glory to God in the higheſt, on earth W Ds 


1 . men.“ Butz are theſe purpoſes. © 
S | _ ofthis: appearance anſrrered as to u Is God, in "UN 
his glorious perfectious, manifeſted-in the per + 
[ fan of Jeſus? Well, does this attract our noties; _ . 
and engage our ſouls to adore, and love, and praiſe - 
9 bn, + magnifying the God of” Iſrael??? «: Tue 85 
1 Lord hath: viſited and redeemed his p people.” -/ Are 

ue among his redeemed ! Are we ne redeem? __ 
ed from the vilt and power of our own As, n SR 


1 
8 


MM front the follies and: vanities of this world? Ts 
_ throne of Satan is ſhaken; but is his po. er . 
: . e Are e! delivered. from e 0 


| | "This; is the: way in ts we are t 1 wis 
4 —_ event; and, if the ends of Chriſt's birth be 
| _ anſwered i in our, own pe enen we have abundant 
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| 1 5 _ frothy, carnal jay of the world. Tbe manner in 


a „ 5 them up. What have cards, dancing, ſongs, glut-⸗ 
5 - _ and drunkenneſs, to do with the birth of Jeſus? 


8 - 2 - weeks atother times; and the fin is the more aggta- | 
x 58 ok _ TY rather go to 
| WW in his boule, i ir his: word; 3. and if. we: ſee 


A „ewa alſo fee and ſerve him, in 


885 1 1 Chriſt was found: in the ſable, {6 we may find ſome 
of OR: in a co ; 


\ 
5 


3 jey. Bur 8 it e not be the + wein, 


which ſome p — td celebrate the birth of Chriſt, 
2 8 the — called Chriftmas, is a diſgrace to a2 
hriſtian nation. They contradict, as much as 
poſſible, the deſign of his coming. He game to 
Rs the works of the devil;“ they try to keep 


is 9 . OY! 15 


yp * 4 


He came to ſave bis people From Meir fins, not in 
_ them. O let young people guard againſt the tempta- 
ens of ſuch a ſeaſon; for there is more fin com- [ 
_ mitted at Chriſtmas in a few days, than in many 


- . vated, as it paſſes under the nbtion of refigious joy. 
= I is an affront to a holy God, a reproach to the | 
Aſtian name, and Fo Sen to-the-ſouls of men. 
| thlehem; : Let us, ks 
er theſe-ttfings' in our bearts“ No 
the e he hear of him, than they 
an to enquie after him. Let us alſo ſay, We 
ld ſee Jeſus. And where ſhall we ok. E| 
im 
TY 1. we ſhal 1 find that the ghurch of God is 
fills 


Ew 1 


ihlekem, a houſe of bread God will 
- feed our ſauls with “ the. bread: which. came down 
ow heaven, and which endureth 0 eternal life. 


- bers, -- The poor, we have always with. ws. 4 


e, in a gafret "A id defti- J 
Let us go and viſit poor . ſick per- 

om kene e, in hongur of him who'was | 

0 wrapt in ſwaddling clothes, and lay in a man- 

ger; he will accept the kindneſs, and ay, 4 In 

as much as ye did it to 2 ener 

| brethren, ye did it ene 1 „„ "5 oe TW / 
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TE Apoſtle Fat, avg Hook that are, FS * 5 
E So reaſoh for glory ing in the eroſs of Chriſt, | 
He tells us, in the text, how uſeful it was to him. 
Andwhoevet obtains the true knowledge of ** Chriſt - 
crucified,” will, Ake him determine to know no-·— 
thing elſe,” and * eſteem all things bot loſs for me 


F - 


| excallency of 1.“ This well-known, that the croſs» 
of Chriſt was © a ſtumbling block“ to the Jews: 
| Nothing" offended mein ſo Mech 25: che plüfanefs, IR 
the poverty, the lofferings and death of Jeſus: But 
St. Paul gloried in the croſs; yea, he would ger . IJ 
in nothing elſe. The Jews gloried in their relation - 
to Abraham, in -their temple, in their. religious 1 
_ ceremonies; but he, WhO knew that theſe- were 
| but. e adews of goo things to come, ried: in <2 
the ſibſtance, gloried in the:croſs'of Chr 215 
n of 1 fignifies, ver Wy: Rr. 
in ſufferings for u. In the former 
ewe ate to 7 take up the eroſs; and follows . -. 


„ 


5 "but here, we are to underſtand; his Juffer age: e 


Wo ; for theſe are what the Apoſtle:gloried in. 55 8 oY 
40 The croſs of Chriſt” ſometimes inc lades tha i, 9 50 
Whole 80 el, the doctrine of him ho died on the = 
_ ctofs;Yof which, hiv meritorigh ; ner is 
the mold pritiel Yar 
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62s 8 of Chriſt is of ſo 8 _ to 2 
Chriſtian, let us e, Take a view of it, or con- 
template the ſufferings of Chriſt upon it; and then. 
El oro — Conſider its {nnd . or the reaſons 
we 8 for glorying i IC OT A 
hy Let us conteinplate the fufferings of our 

Dit VIEW or where, ſhall we teat ? Bot) no one 
ruſh into this ſulemn work in a thaughtleſs manner. 
Few perſons are pro aaf pleat prepared for it. A mind 
polluied with ſenſua pleaſures, or a heart crouded | 
with worldly, cares; is ill-qualified for the taſk. 
= . When Moſes ipproached the burning buſh, he was 

g Le; commanded to take off his ſhoes, for the place on 
Is he ſtood was holy Rar Gethſemane and 
 Coluary are alſo holy ground. Let us approach 
- with godly fear, not with vain curioſiix; and may 
the good Spirit of God, the glorißer of Jeſus, take 
theſe ſacred things, reſpecking his «+ . and 
dioody ſweat, his croſs and pain,” and ſo lun . 
3 as that A Day Topents” believe and re- 
S-:: =} 


We ght 1 remember, — the whole life of 


Ro r and acquainted Sin . * 1 Var a” . 
ſakes he be and: endured the contra - 
diclion of en again, himſelf. But we muſt. 
| now confine our meditations to his laſt ſuſferiogs, | 
n the garten; during hir trial; and at Golgotha. 
"Our b bleſſed how. having loved his own. Which 
ere im the world, loved them to the end; and 
'E a moſt affecting -proof-of it, by wathing. their 
; celebrating the Baſſoyer with them; inſtituting 
_ the: ſacred 1 * his pathetic diſcouiſ 
and affectionate prayers. 3 went forth wo 13 
ol the city, accompanied by all. the apoſtles, except - 5 
3 Was preparing 10 betray bim to a2 
5 where he ufd td: retire; and had ſpent, | 
N Oye in e * ee this, 
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"> A Sete Abr, 5 3 1 8 
"I b e of the. diſciples, taking Peter, James 80 
nd John, io a ſeparate. place, Where ey wers 
L | "TpeQarors of 'his di; reſs.. * . „ 
Thea Jeſus © began to be forcowful; "and. very 
heavy to be ſore amazed -the words 15 5 
Hitch more than the expreſs, «they; imply that 
. "he was poſleſſed with 4.5 horror and amazement; _ 
encompaſſed, with grief, aud overwhelmed Win 
5 ſorrow z, reſſed down "with. .coniter nd. de- 
oy mind; tormented. with 162 7005 ad d. 4 
etude of ſpirit... 1 
ie vaſt. "il that prefſure, have. been, 3 5 
0 bim to complain, and to. complain. 20 his in- 0 
. feriors—* My foul is exceeding dorrowful,, even”. - 
" Unto death.” He was in an £: 4 J — word' | 
_ uſed no where elſe, in the N. Teſtament; an 
= "agony. Gs, . Feat ;; ang e that «© his ſweat 
. . AS, it were great drops, of. blood - falling : to the 
f 33 toutd.” 55 N Avis, Extreme, diftreſs ne berook. his | 


Y 


wards fn on. bis face upon the ground, fayings. * WD. . 1 
"Father, if. it be poſſible, . let this cup pals. from 3 8 
1 Ah. not what 1 Als hut: what thow 
Wilt. 0 3 "A % 
1 What a m is Ee is WES I Wh ag 4 
2 36 the ion of his agony? It was no numan 5 
enemy that hurt him; nor was it the fear of his ap- 
"nn. eat death. Probably it was ſome peculiar 8 
BH coflit Wich the Powers * darkneſs, for this was 
their hour.“ Perhaps, the. reſtraint. uſually laid: 
on theſe e ſpirits, Was now removed; and _ 
- who. can tell what terrors they may inflict, if per- 
= mitted ? Probably, our Lord had no e his 
eyes, the Solfected guilt. of. millions of ſinners 3 and 
= intolerable. miſery due o their iniquities: and 


What an a. ony. muſt this occaſion, when an indi- | 
 Vidual finds sone oF, . wounded Wirt! more than he 
can beur? ina” 


5 1 flop, 5 fas ce the Gnfulneſs of fin Fer 
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* 3H 1 "TAE, eros or enniser g 
25 you 1 88 hes? it only! in the 5 o&f "OE ; 
a g the maſk of Happineſs: ere, ih; the gar- | 
den of row, behold Un Ter ied of } its, Mask. 7 © 

- 5 15 in the agony of Jeſus, it ne: Pature and proper 
8 5 Nel T's of. in is death 5 5 therefore, 4 
the” fowl” of Chin. Was forrowful,...* 2 Leven unto 


dea. See here; 4 ſpecime n of 3 ndignation W = 

"and wrath, -ridulation and. AN W ich every | EN 

ba foul of man, not Inteteſed in Ehrig, f fa = 

not for f few hovrs, but to all eternit 7 hog W- = 

805 ver Tee what thou mult have fuff died, J. ie Wm = ; 

© Had not ſuffered. it for hee. But 4% it . he 

15 Lord to braife him, and put him to grief,” that hon WM -* 

| may felt be Alled with Joy unſpeakable, | - He drank. = 
= | "a bikter cup, that he mig] hit PRs thy. band the WY 
* Tweet cop of vation. I's © 
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. Our Lord, WhO pa pefole E* I G aft" hints 3 
HS : nen ſhould befal him, inrimated to his. -djfcip "rk : 
3 e r approach of the : traitor 'J udas. Ri 5 
n Jet us be going; he is at Pan tar be. 
x2 x: Ten e. This infamous man kad fold his 
At - Wedionate maſter 10 the prieſts; and; Hales hn 125 =: 
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place of his f etirement;, comes attended Wi : 
Armed force: yer Nil pretending friendſhip, . 
De dim with A kifs, which was the appointed ſignal for 
5 - PORE n Jeſus offers no reſiſtance, nor ai- 
tempts an eſcape. The Lamb of God freely offers 
 himfelf up, hs Wh ſutpriſing Intrepidity and 
| compotue tells them who he is. He ebuld have 
flaln them all in a mot vent, for he no ſooner uttered 
he words, T am He, than his enemies drew back, 
"and fall torhe'ground,” as if they had been ſtruck | 
With Ughining. He aſks nothing or hiaiſelf, but 
deſires a aſſport to enſure the fatety of thoſe Noth- 1 
ful diſcip es, who had Been too careleſs lo watch | 
with him one hour. Te rebiikes Peter for uſing | 
bis ſword, and kindly heals the officer whom he had 
n FIR 5285 alt 228 PER RY him e 
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5 THE l ON tony. 3 3 5 
50] OY 205 us follow our Lord from ihe 1 
eee ſtreets, of Jeruſalem, bound and-hurried | 
along; as if he had been a thief,” from one part of 
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4 E 1he-city.to another ; firſt to:the houſe of Anhas/and- - 
© chen to me palace of Caiphas, where, though it was 5 
5 On the principal part of the Sankedrim were mer 


n 
ry o receive their priſone. $I 0 
g And here, what horrid injuſtice xignod... GE 5 bp 
Y wocent was be, that his enemies were forced ß“ 

8 Lontrive to forge the ſhadow of a charge--again(t: 
Me 8 They could ſearcely find any villains- hardy 
4 5 to come forward and accuſe him. At. 
K gh: two witneſſes - aroſe,” pretending that three: | 
? . - years. before, be had talked. abont deſtroying the 
1 ee and rebuilding. it in three days. "This: | 


3 fooliſh charge, - founded on a groſs: perverſiom of his: 
: 1 words, Was deemed ſuf cient ground of accuſaiions- 


And accordingly, early. in the morning, he Was -* nd 
been before the great council, and put upon his 75 


; 15 defence. But he thought proper 0 decline an, 
JW by 4 | Hindieacion of himſelf, before bloody men, Who were 85 
5 determined to murder him. Thus t he was oppfelſed!  ' 
1 and afflicted, vet he opened not his mouth? He is 

5 brought as a lamb-to the ilaughter;/andas-a ſheep+ - 


* her fhearers 4 10 ane ſo. he: ee e 
. MN N | Sh. s 
| - Being adj jured;; ay ns Hig ob. Prieſt, 10 deter, 
Wh ee Was the Meſhah,. 5 Son of the bleſſed- 
Gad, he affirmed: i: fully. Theſe wretched-hypos 
| 8 taking the Fen of his confeſſion; and 
| pretending great concern for the honor of Gut, 
Charged him with. blaſphemy, e e 4 1 
judged him to death. „ e . 5 f : £8 
Hut as the power of life and. death was, ebe : 14 
; meaſure, taken from them by ihe Romans, inſtead - 
_ of putting him to death by ſtoning; they: too hirn 
1 8 Pilate; the Roman governo Who, at 
their requeſt, proceeded to his trial. Here; Wink 
3 Spec. "> Wo ö with blaß. Bo. 
ES 1 . 99 
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— | THE; CROSS o ena +. 
| phemy, but with /edition, refuſing to 7 tr dots 
FE 22 and calling hirafelf a king, in oppoſitic 


-  Bilate-wasalonithed. ; Pilate having e | 
; _ privately, waits ſatis 


vehemence againſt him, inſiſting u 


ani be pet de gelb. Tos vbich at — Mibee, _ | 
3 1 juſt. ſexrxing man, reluctantly conſented. 
„ - Shocking were the inſults which he endured. at 


various times and places, from the officers 
Woo and 33 the: ſaldiers, He was mocked, 

* buffeted,” ſpit bliadf 
thorng, 5 ere ſcourged. 


le before by dhe- prophets ; ;;and thus, under the 


-do.whaiſoever his: hand and his cou 
| before tobe done. Acts iv. 27. e as 
And now, they ſpeedily p e 077 


ing lis eruſs, went forth. to a place called Golgotha, 


ar the place of a ſkull, for there the bedies of <a | 


* buried. O, how different a pro- 
- ceflion'- was this, : from one which: had. paſſed the 


deen a few days: before. Then, the nnultitude | 


welcomed him unto the city, ſhouting, Hoſaiina ! 
pow they; baſtenhis death as a malefactor, crying 
* I bim. So little is . 
© Iympathiſe, wich our r ſuffering Loads: but he; 21. 
-with their a e 1 47 than ay pn his own ' 
em 5s, Weep not for me, but 
= For: eee for eee 5 
_ Fatigued; and ready to e with pain, loſs ot 
Blood, nm et- ar 05 the _ lde he car- 


fied of his innocence; and wi et 
* him. But the Jews increaſed i get their I 


alded;. crowned with. 
But thus was 
me Scriptre fulfilled ; - 22 it is remarkable; that 
part of-his. ſufferings was predicted 


- influence. of their own wicked paſſions, they, un- 
"italy, accompliſhed the divine decrees, «for to 1 
unn e 2 


if the unjult- and bloody-ſemence.- pokes 833 bear | 


' the. emperor.» Our-Lord-was fill legt 3, at which 15 


Fd 1 
X 4 


f 


2 


. 1 painful kind of death. It was alſo; 


xu ; chrisrrar's GLORY. 1 . . 
is mapa to bear it for him. At . 0 


atrive at the place. E was „without the city; 


in anfwer-to he types of old, which required | that . ; 


' the ſin-offering -ſhould be made without the camp; 


and, ab an example to us, that weiſhould be wing y 'H 3 


to follow him ** without the camp, bearing his re- 
proach.“ The croſs being laid upon the ground, 
"the ſacred: body of our Lord, now ſtripped of all il 
arments, is laid upon it, ſtretched as upon a rack, - 
and faſtened to it with large ſpike nails; cruell 
driven through his hands and bis feer. The ct 


hole dug for the purpoſe. - Tian Lord ha 


* 
5 . i 


; was then drawn upright,” its fobt being g placed i in a: 8 


the whole weight of his bleſſed body bearing „ 1 


the wounded parts of it. Not content with: the 
corporal pains he bed. the cruel people endea- 


vour 26S ee them by bitter taums and re- 
proaches. They amuſed themſelves with er, 


hey ridichled his pretending to be the Son of God, 


- 5 the king of Iſrael; his rebuilding'the temple; 1 


- they bid him come down from the croſt and 


"a+ they would believe on him; they tell him t 


fave himſelf,” if he could: ſave others. And in all 
is, the chief prieſts and ſcribes, dg ere their: - 
e joined the unthinking rabbie. lt 
Thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer,” amv hin 50 — 
« ſeriptures were ſulfilled.“ Phus was he ted 


ups like his type, the rene ſerpent; in the wilder- 
neſd. He was poem, but not for himſelf, as 


Daniel predicted. « They pierced his hands and 
his fert, as ſaid the pſalmiſt. He was mocked, * 
| ſeounged,. and crucified,” as himſelf had before de- 


clared. 46 They ca(t' lots for his garments,” and Y 
oh he was numbered with the tranſgteſſors r 


In this painful ſituation: our Lord continued: hen. 
ſeveral hours; for it was'a ſlow, lingerings e er. 5 


Jul in the higheſt degree; a gallous and a — 1 
not 8 — e . IE chan 3 
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IE Th ü I 25 DE DN 0 Ins. ES or enaier 3 A 4 
of the e was. It was alſo A 25 ar. 
i 8 death. i; By the law of Moſes, a perſyn hanged 1 
| upon tree, was deemed accurſed of God. Alluding 
-tq this, St. Paul ſays, „ Chriſt hath redeemed. vs 
from the curſe of the law, deing made v curſe for 
us,” Gal. tlic 13. OR = 
Our Lord he whe at” 8 went about @oirg 43 
good 'cominued o manifeſt his cds. even 
upon the croſs. He prays fot his unfeeling: mur- / 
"eters +... TE Father, : forgive them, they. know Not : 4 
py What they To the penitent thief he ſaid, 
2 Thikday ſhale thou be with me in paradiſe.” le 
_ Nd the care of his mother to John, his be- 
loved diſciple. All this was done while he fuffered 
tie moſt thocking pains. But the agony. of his | 
5 28 it ſhould ſeem, far exceeded them.- He was 
. 8 £4 * ſuffering the wrath of God due to ſin. The hor- 
rible darkneſs, that for three hours covered the land, 
"was an einblem of the more dreadſul darkneſs a 
er of foul,” Which he endured; and which ex- 
toried that myſterious ry.“ My God, m God, 
why haſt thou forſaken me!?! ED: 
But, dhe painful ſcene' de 10 A cle Alt the- | 
- prophecies Serafulilied; All the Father gave him 
8 do was accomplithed. His ſufferings therefore 
muſt terminate. Exulting, then, i in the completion 
o his vaſt and glorious work, he criedz. if is Pnifh-- 
ed. And then, that, with his dying, breath; he might. - 
tach we: how to die, he ſaid, Father, into ihy- | 
| Hands 1.commit my. ſpirit; and having ſaid thus, 
5 „ Ae neh 55 0 up: -the Biol. or,“ $6 a: * 
5 Thus 5 wo akon. a Wie, at the ol Jof. 1 
„„ Chrilt. We have ſeen the bleſſed Redeemer taken 
Ee and bound as thief; hurried from, place to- Place 
through the night; unjuſtly condemned: boch in the 
ee.ccleſiaſtical and civil court; treated wich all the in- 
| -  - dignity and inſult that helliſh malice could deviſe z 
_ — * "ow W and at 8 
N 1 
. . 
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5 made it honorabl 5 


WY N 


2 put 8 TED oh. 4he-crofs. ; In all this, the Se 


& beholds. nothing but weakneſs, pain, and igna- 


f "gi z but the enlightrned.e e of faith ſees a beauty, 
8 grandeur, ag rv 


77 1 ber ut e the brighteſt ob- 
ap of ſenſe. Sg far from hu uſfinig at the meannels 
or ſhame of the eròſs, che true believer will =: "of | 
_ "ally unite with St. + tags and ſay God forbid tha! 


 foruld'gbry. fave in Ihe crofs of our Lord Fi 19 0 (M2 N. . 
"heb: us then ey Weben +4 4 
= The reaſons we. here ker Geras f in the 3 
rn ol o 5 


Many reaſons may. be offered, hatin ; Ms —_ F 


A 10 mention only thtee. By the crols of Ohriſt, 
8 r fections af God ard dif played—the. believ- _ 
ing "any i fully juſtified ; 204 e is TRE: 7 


for his ſanctiheation-. 11 65 IEF 'F 


We gie ie the) eee of:Chriſt becavſe Gal is. 
EE, Slorißed in 81 
- a Appears, pi in all bis 
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